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SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:
 Project Graduation:
February 28, 2016, 12pm to
5pm, $10 tickets
 O.E.S. Meetings: 1st & 3rd
Thursdays 7:30 PM
 DeMolay Meetings: 2nd & 4th
Thursdays 7:30 PM
 Boy Scout Troop 711
Wednesdays at 7pm
 George Washington’s Birthday (President’s Day,
February 15th, 2016)
 Lodge Clean Up: Saturday,
February, 27th, 2016
 Masonic Leadership Training
Part I: 9:00am, March 5th,
2016
 2016 Installation Pictures

Meeting Dates: 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
Dinner 6:30 / Meeting 7:30
600 S. Loxahatchee Drive Jupiter, FL. 33458
(561) 746-2302
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 566 Jupiter, FL. 33468
www,jupiterlightlodge.com

2016 Lodge Officers
Worshipful Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Treasurer
Secretary
Chaplain
Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon
Senior Steward
Junior Steward
Marshal
Tyler
Musician
Lodge Instructor
Lodge Webmaster

William E. Owen, Jr.
Jason Silvers
Shawn Ray Lopez
Joe Francisco
W ∴ George Winterling
Scott Hofmeister
Keith Campbell
Mark Murray
Shane Cullen
Frank Kitzerow
W ∴ Jack Hammill
David Caesar
R ∴W ∴ William R. Bates, Sr.
R ∴W ∴ Ray Kinser
Steven Martinez
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Greetings from the East!
My Brothers,
Now that we are entering into the second month of 2016, let me begin by saying once
again what an honor and privilege it is to be serving this year as your Worshipful Master.
I know that I have very big shoes to fill, and will do my very best to live up to the
standards of excellence that have been established by the long and noble line of Past
Masters who have come before me. I thank each and every one of them for their
contributions to the Lodge over the years, and for the mentoring that I have received
from the Masters I have been privileged enough to know and to serve. I am especially
grateful to our Junior Past Master, Worshipful Donald Hires Jr., for his exceptional
leadership in 2015, and to our outstanding group of Lodge Officers this year. I am
certain they will make my job run very smoothly, and will continue to keep our Lodge
in great shape for many years to come.
January was a very busy month, and we have already gotten many things accomplished.
At our first meeting of the year, we approved our 2016 budget, installed our remaining
officers, gained a new Brother through transfer of membership, and set the petition of a
new candidate to follow its usual course. We also had the honor and pleasure of
presenting Brother Rick DeGraff with his forty year service pin. Congratulations to
Brother DeGraff for his many years of service to the Craft! At our second meeting on
2/26, our new Officers performed our first degree of the year, passing five Entered
Apprentices to the degree of Fellow Craft. I would like to commend all Officers on an
excellent degree, especially Brother Junior Warden Shawn Lopez, who was in the East
for the degree and rendered the Charge. Special thanks also to Right Worshipful Ray
Kinser for delivering the lecture. To our five new Fellow Crafts: Peter Bonneau, Kevin
Johnson, Brian Proctor, Thomas Webber, and Jay Wells, we extend our most sincere and
profound Congratulations! We hope that you enjoy your journey and continue to
improve yourself in Masonry, while enjoying the friendship and fellowship of your
Brothers. We can also look forward to an Entered Apprentice degree and a Master
Mason degree coming up in the reasonably near future.
I would also like to thank all of our Catechism instructors who have worked so hard to
help these Brothers progress and continue to dedicate their time and energy to keep our
ancient traditions going. As anyone who has taught the Catechisms can attest, it requires
a lot of time and commitment from the Instructors, especially taking a class through all
three Catechisms, and standing before the Lodge examining a class can be a nervewracking experience. Currently, we have four lead Catechism instructors, who are
assisted by several others, all of whom are Lodge Officers, and this really shows the
level of commitment and dedication that our Officers possess. Our new Treasurer,
Brother Joe Francisco, and our new Tyler, Brother David Caesar, are currently

instructing Master Masons in preparation for their last proficiency; our Junior Steward,
Brother Frank Kitzerow, assisted by our Senior Steward, Brother Shane Cullen, are about
to begin teaching our new Fellow Crafts their second Catechism, and our new Junior
Deacon, Brother Mark Murray, will be joining the ranks this week teaching the Entered
Apprentice Catechism, assisted by Senior Warden Brother Jason Silvers. Catechism
Instructors are truly the first Brothers that our Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts get
to know really well, and they have a huge impact on our new Brothers’ Masonic
experiences. Thank you all so much for your outstanding dedication and service!
In February, we turn our charitable efforts back to our community, by supporting Jupiter
High School’s Project Graduation with our annual chicken dinner event on February 28th.
Project Graduation is an annual event held at Jupiter High School on the night of their
graduation ceremony, which provides a safe and fun environment for graduating seniors to
spend the evening, free from the dangers of drinking and other unsupervised activities.
Our chicken dinners help support the cost of this event and our sponsorship enables the
high school to continue to provide these fun and safe alternatives. After all, there is no
better investment that we can make in our future, than to provide positive examples and
support for our youth. Last year we sold over 750 dinners, and expect to sell even more
this year, so please come out and join us. Contact Worshipful Max Groceman, or Brother
George Koester III, our dedicated co-chairs, to volunteer your services, and plan on
picking up some chicken dinners between 12pm and 5pm on February 28th. Take out
service will also be available. If you have any interest in volunteering for Jupiter High
School at the actual Project Graduation event in May, please contact Brother Senior
Warden, Jason Silvers. Together we can continue to serve our community and ensure that
our youth will have the opportunity to grow into productive members of society.
There are also a few important events coming up in March that I want to bring to
everyone’s attention. On March 4th, please come out and support our Ladies by attending
the Installation of the Order of the Eastern Star. We are extremely fortunate as a Lodge
to have a Chapter of the O.E.S. meeting here, and we are especially grateful to them for all
the help they provide us, and for cooking our monthly lodge dinner on the second Tuesday
of each month. On March 5th, from 9 am to 12 pm, Jupiter Light Lodge No. 340 will be
hosting Part 1 of the Masonic Leadership Training course. This event is open to all
Masons, including Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts, and is a great way to learn how
a Lodge operates, and for Officers to improve their knowledge and abilities in carrying out
their duties. This event is being publicized among the nine Lodges in District 32, as well
as among the Lodges in District 30, so we are hoping for a great turnout. There is no cost
to attend, and lunch will be provided by the District Chairman. On March 12, we will be
holding our annual Widow’s Dinner, and Brother Keith Campbell will be given his first
opportunity of the year to showcase his talents as head chef. Dinner is complimentary to
all Masonic widows, and we hope to see many Brothers and Sisters coming out to honor
these special ladies. Finally, on March 26, we will be having “George & Mark’s 2nd

Annual “Sportin’ Clays Challenge” at the OK Corral Gun Club and
sponsored by Winterling Lighting Inc. and ProTech Fire Sprinklers, Inc.
There are flyers for this event at the Lodge, and also one included here.
Proceeds from this event will go to support our 2nd Annual Law Enforcement
Appreciation Night, honoring officers from five local Law Enforcement
Agencies, which will be held at our Lodge on May 12, 2016. We hope all
will come out to help show these officers that we, as Free & Accepted
Masons, respect them, admire them, and stand behind them in all that they
do!
In closing, I said in my Installation address that to me, the three great pillars
of Freemasonry can be thought of as Fraternity, Philanthropy, and
Philosophy. I have spoken much in this message of our Fraternal and
Philanthropic endeavors, so with regard to Philosophy, let me add the
following. For those interested in seeking more Light in Masonry, beyond
the three degrees of the Symbolic Lodge, know that the York Rite and the
Scottish Rite are there to fulfill this mission. The Palm Beach York Rite will
be conducting its next initiation festival on April 1st and 2nd at Harmonia
Lodge. Petitions are available at the Lodge, or can be obtained by contacting
myself, Brother Mark Shone, or R:W: Billy Bates. If you would like to learn
more about the York Rite, be sure to come to Lodge on 2/23, as we will be
having a special presentation of the “Circumnambulation Program” which is
sponsored by the Grand Council of Royal & Select Masters of Florida.
Additionally, the Lake Worth Scottish Rite will be holding its next initiation
reunion on May 14,15,21, 22. Petitions for the Scottish Rite will also be
available at the Lodge, so if you have been considering advancing yourself in
Masonic knowledge, consider submitting a petition. Finally, if you have
heard people talk about “esoteric knowledge” and you
aren’t really sure what they mean, consider reading the
essay by renowned Masonic scholar, Brother Arturo de
Hoyas, 33°, from the Supreme Council of the Southern
Jurisdiction of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite,
which is reprinted in this edition of the Trestleboard.
Thank you all again for giving me the opportunity to
serve as your Worshipful Master, and I look forward to
seeing you at our meetings and Lodge events.
Fraternally & Sincerely,
William E. Owen Jr., Worshipful Master

George Washington’s Birthday
One special event that Masons have to celebrate in February, is the
birthday of our first President, Worshipful George Washington.
George Washington was born on February 22, 1732. He served as the
Commander and Chief of the Continental Army from June 15, 1775 to
December 23, 1783 and was elected as the first President of the United
States, serving from April 30, 1789 to March 4, 1797. After his
presidency, he continued to serve
our new country as Senior Officer of
the United States Army from July
13, 1798 until his death on December 14, 1799. George Washington’s
Birthday, also known as Presidents’
Day, is a Federal Holiday celebrated
on the third Monday of February.

George Washington,
Master Mason
Source: http://www.gwmemorial.org/washingtonTheMason.php

George Washington joined the Masonic Lodge in Fredericksburg,
Virginia at the age of 20 in 1752. His Masonic membership, like the
others public titles and duties he performed, was expected from a
young man of his social status in colonial Virginia. During the War for

Independence, General Washington
attended Masonic celebration and
religious observances in several
states. He also supported Masonic
Lodges that formed within army
regiments. At his first inauguration
in 1791, President Washington took
his oath of office on a Bible from
St. John's Lodge in New York.
During his two terms, he visited
Masons in North and South Carolina
and presided over the Cornerstone
Ceremony for the U.S. Capitol in
1793.
In retirement, Washington became charter Master of the newly chartered Alexandria Lodge No. 22, sat for a portrait in his Masonic regalia, and
in death, was buried with Masonic honors.
Such was Washington's character, that from almost the day he took his
Masonic obligations until his death, he became the same man in private that
he was in public. In Masonic
terms, he remained "a just and
upright Mason" and became a true
Master Mason. Washington was,
in Masonic terms, a “living stone”
who became the cornerstone of
American civilization. He remains
the milestone others civilizations
follow into liberty and equality. He
is Freemasonry's “perfect ashlar”
upon which countless Master
Masons gauge their labors in their
own Lodges and in their own
communities.

Highlights of George Washington’s Masonic Career
November 4, 1752: Initiated as Entered Apprentice at Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4,
Fredericksburg, Virginia.
March 3, 1753 :

Passed to the Degree of Fellow Craft at Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4

August 4, 1753 :

Raised a Master Masaon at Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4.

October 1781 :

Reportedly visited Lodge No. 9 at Yorktown, VA with General
Lafayette after defeat of British General Cornwallis

April 28, 1788:

Named Charter Worshipful Master of Alexandria Lodge No. 22
when a new charter from the Grand Lodge of Virginia was issued.
Unanimously re-elected Master December 20, 1788 for one year.

April 30, 1788;

Inaugurated President of the United States using Bible from St.
John's Lodge No. 1, New York

September 18, 1788: Acting Grand Master - Laid the cornerstone for the United
States Capitol, Washington, D.C. 1794

December 18, 1799:

Buried at Mount Vernon with Masonic rites as well as those of
the church, conducted by Alexandria Lodge

Greetings from the West!
2016 is off to a great start! If January is any indication of
how this year will be, then we are in for a great ride. The month
got kicked off with our installation of officers, and I would like to once again extend my congratulations to our Worshipful Master William Owen and our entire
core of brothers who will be serving the craft this year in one of the chairs. After a
successful first stated meeting, the craft jumped right into degree work and passed
five worthy brothers to the degree of Fellow Craft. A big shout out to our JW
Shawn Lopez for an excellent degree, and congratulations to our new Fellow
Craft class and their instructor JS Frank Kitzerow. I look forward to your Master
Mason Degree soon. We also got the 2016 series of Lodge clean-up of to a good
start with about 12 brothers in attendance, there was quite a bit of food left over so
please brothers don’t be shy and come out to the clean ups, they really are a lot of
fun.
On to February! As is the case in February of each year, we will be conducting
one of the cornerstone events of Jupiter Light Lodge in the form of our Annual
Project Graduation Chicken Dinner. The dinner will take place on Sunday February 28th, at the lodge and we will need LOTS of help. Last year we cooked 750
chickens and the board of directors for the event over at the high school is
predicting an even bigger number this year. Your officers have tickets (My tickets
yield the tastiest chicken) so please participate. Even if you aren’t a fan of
chicken, you can make a monetary donation or donate a gift card for the Project
Graduation Event in May.
In regard to the roof restoration project, we are finally making some headway.
Our permit application has been resubmitted and with any luck, by the time most
of you read this article we will have approval and the renovation will have begun.
For this month’s Masonic factoid, I thought you might enjoy this little known fact
about what was once the World’s Tallest Building.
Built in 1892, a Masonic building used to be the world’s tallest building. The Masonic Temple in Chicago, Illinois was the tallest building in the world at the time
it was built and it is 22 floors high.
Not quite as tall as our Senior Deacon Keith Campbell, but still impressive for the
era…
Fraternally,
Jason Silvers, Senior Warden

Greetings from the South!
First I would like to thank you, my Brothers, for a great
start to the new year! The Lodge is still standing (knocking on
wood)! I would also like to extend my congratulations to our
newest Fellow Crafts, and a thank you to the Officers for their assistance in
performing the Degree. A note to all of our new Brothers, you need not be a
Master Mason to participate in your Lodge. There is more to being a Mason
than just sitting through catechism classes. To my Brother Master Masons, you
need not be an Officer of the Lodge to be on, or chair, a committee; or to perform ritual; or to participate and contribute in any number of other ways. This is
your Lodge too, so I encourage you to voice your opinions, participate, learn,
have fun, grow our fellowship, and help benefit our community.
As some of you are aware I would like to start a Culinary Club at the Lodge.
The idea is to build camaraderie, allow more participation in the Lodge for our
Brethren, and to have fun...oh, and so our Brother Keith Campbell, our culinary
goto MacGyver, doesn’t get burnt out. The Culinary Club will be open to
anyone who would like to join who has any culinary skills they would like to
share, and anyone who can burn a salad and would like to learn culinary skills.
Anyone interested a meeting will be held after the February 16th Officers’
meeting at Duffy’s (West). I hope to see you there.
Please come on out to our Lodge Clean-ups for food, fun, and fellowship.
Breakfast is served at 0830, clean-up to follow, many hands make light work.
This month our clean-up will be followed by preparations for our Annual
Project Graduation Chicken Dinner. I also encourage you to come out and help
with that event for even more food, fun, and fellowship, and to support a great
cause.
Fraternally and respectfully,
Shawn Ray Lopez Junior Warden

Charity Committee Report
Brethren,
Our charity for February is the Amara Shriners
Transportation Fund, benefiting the Shriners Hospital for Children. The
Transportation Fund is used to provide for the expense of transporting
children to the Shriners Hospital. The Shriners Hospitals have existed
since 1922 with 22 hospitals in North America today. Shriners Hospital
of Tampa provides world-class care in treating children with a host of
orthopedic and neuromusculoskeletal conditions. Care is provided in a
family centered environment, regardless of the parent’s ability to pay.
Once again this year, the Jupiter Shrine Club has agreed to match Lodge
donations.
Last month’s charitable donations went to the Bettie Bates Patient
Resource center at Jupiter Medical Center. A special thanks to
R W Billy Bates for his generous donation!
R W Travis A. Routt
Chairman, Charity Committee

Support the Masonic Home of Florida! Get your
Masonic License plate today!

Our Trestleboard Sponsors

Sportin’ Clays Challenge

Masonic Education

“Esotericism Is A Matter Of Degrees”
by Brother Arturo de Hoyos, 33°
Is Freemasonry esoteric, or not? The short answer is “Yes, no, maybe.”
Esotericism is any topic “intended for or likely to be understood by only a
small number of people with a specialized knowledge or interest.” This
certainly applies to Masonry. But on a deeper level, and in a Masonic context,
it’s usually taken to mean that our ceremonies and rituals allude to realities
and/or truths not generally understood, or which may have a spiritual
component to them.
The term is tainted to some people, and acceptable to others; hence, it may not
be easy to wholly accept or discard the term ‘esoteric Masonry.’ Like an onion,
each ‘esoteric’ layer successively builds upon the other. We can all agree that
Masonry is intended to be understood by few, and that it’s a kind of special
ized knowledge. But the question is “what kind of specialized knowledge, and
are they real “secrets?”
Depending upon one’s inclina
tions, the Master Masons
Degree has been interpreted in a
variety of different ways by
different persons. For some, it’s
a story of fidelity; for others, it
teaches hope in the immortality
of the soul; for still others, it’s a
lesson in alchemy; and yet for
still others, it alludes to the
discovery of entheogens. Some
see it as multi-faceted, or a
combination of various things.
But, as I wrote in my post “The
Private Epiphany,” we should
avoid trying to enshrine our
interpretations as the “true” one.

Since 1717 there have been over 1000 ‘Masonic’ degrees created. The
most popular survived and are included in many of the Rites, Orders,
Systems we know today. Like a meal, each degree is only as good as its
creator. The recipe may include many of the same ingredients as other
meals, yet taste completely different. By analogy, we may see many of the
same “ingredients” (features) in a number of degrees which teach
completely different things. The predilections of a degree’s author affect
the content as much as the taste-buds of a chef. The ‘flavor’ of the
foundational_Craft Degrees in various rites, orders and systems (Webb
working, Scottish Rite, York Rite, Swedish Rite, R.E.R., etc.), differs
immensely, and in the ‘higher degrees,’ the differences are even more
dramatic and pronounced: some are philosophical, others practical; some
present allegory, and others offer discourses on symbolism or (quasi-)
historical themes. In something like the Scottish Rite, the same degree may
have dramatically different rituals, depending upon the jurisdiction
(compare, for example the 20th degree in the SJ and NMJ – they are
*nothing* alike). But, when someone describes himself as an ‘esoteric
Mason,’ it quite often means someone who sees, and embraces, what
appears to be aspects of the ‘Western Esoteric Tradition’ in our rituals; i.e.,
some affinity to the symbolism of Hermeticism, Gnosticism, Neoplatonism, Kabbalah, etc. Freemasonry is an eclectic organization and, at various
times, we have borrowed the language and symbols of these and other
traditions. The question is, do our rituals really teach these things as
‘realities’ or we use them to stimulate thought, or both? We are often told
not to mistake a symbol for the thing symbolized. In some cases, I believe
that is what has happened, while in others, I believe we do indeed have
vestiges of other traditions. But even when they are there, they may be only
one layer thick on our Masonic onion.
The problem is twofold: some deny any esoteric influences at all (or assert
they are just used symbolically), while others claim it’s the main part of the
onion. If the matter is open to interpretation (not defined by the ritual
itself), who has the “right” to decide? This much we know: many of
Freemasonry’s symbols were used before the modern fraternity existed
(1717), and appeared in a variety of books. Some were educational and
philosophical (such as the “Choice Emblems”), others were indeed
Hermetic (such as Alchemical texts). As I said, we’re an eclectic
organization. How many times have you seen the Square and Compasses

or All-Seeing Eye used and abused in Hollywood and elsewhere because it
looks ‘cool’? Well, I’m willing to bet that at least some of our symbols
migrated into the fraternity the same way. An unknown degree maker, in
the 1700’s, saw something that looked cool, and dropped it into the ritual.
Not necessarily bad, but 225 years later his personal predilection turns into
a debate.
Certainly, there are clear examples of “borrowings” from “esoteric” texts.
For example, I am aware of an older version (early 1800s) of a Scottish
Rite degree which includes a large portion extracted from Cornelius
Agrippa’s De Occulta Philosophia_ (1531-33). If asked if that degree was
‘esoteric’ I would say ‘yes,’ while to its counterpart in a later version or in
another Supreme Council, I would say, “no.”My point is to quit quibbling
over such things, and find the common ground where we “can best work
and best agree.” If esotericism interests you, that’s fine; if not, that’s also
fine. My personal library is well-stocked with enough material on both
sides to make anyone think and in favor of, or against, any position. The
important thing is to be well-educated, and understand what we know first.
Before you reach for the stars, make sure your feet are firmly planted on the
ground. Make yourself into someone who can be taken seriously. Learn the
facts about our origins based upon what we know.
I sometimes speak about “historical records” versus “hysterical
documents.” Before you buy into such fantasies as “Freemasonry
descended from the ancient Egyptians,” get a quick education. Here are
three books to give you a reality check: (1) Harry Carr, World of
Freemasonry (2) Bernard E. Jones, Freemasons Guide and Compendium,
(3) David Stevenson, The Origins of Freemasonry: Scotland’s Century
1590–1710. When you can speak intelligently about the Old Charges
(Gothic Consitutions), early Freemasonry in Scotland, the formation of the
first Grand Lodge, and how and when the degrees developed, people may
be inclined to listen to you, when you start to talk about more exotic things.
Educate yourself well enough to argue both sides of the argument.
Take due notice thereof and govern yourselves accordingly.
Posted on The Phoenixmasonry Masonic Museum Library

Jan 20, 2016
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Nelson Daniel
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