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 September 13: Official Visit of
R∴ W∴ D.D.G.M. Harold Gordon
(P.M. 2000)

 Jupiter Light Lodge No. 340
Annual Golf Tournament
Benefiting Hope Center for
Autism — September 24

Flyer & Sponsorship Information

 Pictures from Past Master’s
Dinner on August 20, 2016

 M∴ W∴ Grand Master Stanley L.
Hudson’s Official Visit on Oct. 7
at Lake Worth Scottish Rite.

 Flyer for Amara Shrine
Potentate’s Ball on Oct. 15, 2016

 Masonic Eduction: “What Is The
Scottish Rite?” Scottish Rite Fall
Reunion— 9/30, 10/01, 10/15,
10/16.

 Travelling Brother Picture
Gallery—Smoky Mountain
Masonic Marker + Article

 Upcoming O.E.S. Events:
School of Proficiency Sept. 24

Grand Officer’s School Sept. 30

Calendar Dinner October 8, 2016
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Greetings from the East!
My Brothers,

Greetings from the East! Well, summer is over and we are now moving into our
last quarter of the year. As school is back in full swing now, I hope all you
parents out there have enjoyed the extra time with the kids, but are also getting
back to your usual routines. The end of summer also means that we will be
resuming our formal dress code of tuxedos for officers, beginning with our first
meeting of September on September 13. This will be a very important meeting,
as it is the Official Visit of our District Deputy Grand Master, our very own
R∴W∴ Harold Gordon. I hope many of you will come out to join us as he brings
us the message of Most Worshipful Stanley Hudson, and the various
committeemen come to speak about their programs. We will also have a dinner
presented by the Order of the Eastern Star.
Last month we had our Past Master’s Dinner on August 20th, and enjoyed another
wonderful meal prepared by our head chef and Senior Deacon, Brother Keith
Campbell. The meal consisted of stuffed pork loin, scalloped potatoes, corn,
applesauce, salad, rolls, and a magnificent banana pudding for dessert. Thank
you to Brother Keith and his fabulous cooking crew for knocking it out of the
park again! We had eight of our Past Masters, and two visiting Past Masters in
attendance, and pictures are included in this edition of the Trestleboard.
September and October will be busy months at our Lodge and in our Masonic
District. In addition to the District Deputy’s Official Visit on September 13, we
will be having two major fund-raising events this month. On September 17, we
will be running the concessions at the Fall Jamboree for the Jupiter Tequesta
Athletic League, and will be serving burgers and hotdogs for the over 400 people
who typically attend. Then on September 27, we will be hosting our 10th annual
Golf Tournament to benefit the Hope Center for Autism. We are still actively
seeking sponsors and players for this event, so please help spread the word. If
you know of anyone who plays golf and would be interested in participating in
this event, please pass along the information which is included in this
Trestleboard. The flyer and registration form is also available on line, and
registration fees may also be paid through our website at
www.jupiterlightlodge.com.

Please see the flyer for more information, or contact R∴W∴ Travis Routt
at 561-262-5666 or troutt@ampf.com. Also please note that due to these
two fundraisers being the last two Saturdays of September and the month
ending on a Friday, our “September” Lodge breakfast and cleanup will
actually be on October 1st. Breakfast served at 8:30 am.
Speaking of our website, it has been updated and our links and galleries
are now current! Thank you to Brother Bill Paxton for his efforts in
making that happen!

October will begin with a Called Communication on October 4th for the
purpose of putting on an Entered Apprentice Degree. We will be initiating
two new candidates that night with Keith Campbell taking his first turn in
the East. The following week, at our first Stated Meeting on October 11,
we will be having a Master Mason Proficiency examination for five more
Brothers. Once this group has stood proficient, we will be having a large
Bible & Apron Ceremony for sixteen Brothers at a special program on
October 25th. This will be an open meeting and friends and family
members will be welcome to attend. There will be a dinner served by the
Order of the Eastern Star at 6:30 pm, with the program to follow. Please
come out and join our 2016 Proficient Master Masons as we celebrate this
special occasion.
Our other extremely important meeting date is on Friday, October 7th,
when our Most Worshipful Grand Master, M∴W∴ Stanley Lee Hudson
will be making his official visit to District 32 at the Lake Worth Scottish
Rite Masonic Center. This year we have the honor of having both our
District Deputy, R∴W∴ Harold Gordon, and our District Instructor, R∴H∴
Jim Schmidt being Past Masters of Jupiter Light Lodge No. 340 F.&A.M.
so we will be the host lodge for the Grand Master’s Official Visit (even
though it will take place at the Lake Worth Scottish Rite). There is no
charge to individuals to attend this event, and family members are
welcome also, so please mark your calendars for October 7th and let’s
have a great turnout for our Most Worshipful Grand Master! We will also
be having a Halloween movie night on Saturday, October 22. Bring the
family for a fun night of spooky movies, popcorn and ice cream, and
grilling out, with some kid-friendly favorites for the youngsters.

There are also some other great events going on in our District over these
next two months that our Brothers and Sisters are invited to attend. The
Lake Worth Scottish Rite will be holding its Fall Reunion on September 30,
October 1, October 15, and October 16th. The cost to join the Scottish Rite is
$365.00, which includes initiation fees, 2016 and 2017 dues, Scottish Rite
hat, and more. Petitions are available at the Lodge or see me if you would
like to obtain one. We already have two of our Brothers joining the Scottish
Rite with this class, and would love to have more. (See the Masonic
Education section of this edition for more information about the Scottish
Rite.) Amara Shrine is having its annual Potentate’s Ball on October 15th at
the Palm Beach Gardens Marriott. Please see the flyer reprinted in this
edition of the Trestleboard for information; R.S.V.P.s are due by September
30. Additionally, the Shrine will be conducting a Ceremonial on October
20th and 21st, which will be the last opportunity in 2016 for Brothers to
become Shriners. Our own Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star, Star of
Jupiter No. 312, is having a calendar dinner on October 8th at 6pm. Please
see any of the ladies or myself for tickets. Also on October 29th, Sem-I-No
Grotto will be hosting an adult Halloween costume party at Amara Shrine
featuring a live band. This event is free and open to all Masons, their
families, and invited guests. As you can see, there are many opportunities
coming up to enjoy Masonic fellowship and to join our appended bodies.

As many of you know, the Scottish Rite Masonic Center is in drastic need of
a new roof over major portions of the building. There are many fundraising
efforts underway, and the lodges in District 32 are all chipping in to help.
As part of these efforts, we raised over $600.00 for the LWSR as our August
Charity-of-the-Month. I would like to personally thank all of the Brothers
who dug deep to make this happen. Our Lodge will be receiving a copy of
Bernard Thomas’s famous mural, which will be framed and hung in the
Lodge, and a program of Masonic educational materials which will
accompany it. The Scottish Rite is also holding a raffle for a 55 inch
Samsung HD TV, for which a winner will be chosen on September 28th.
Only 200 tickets were printed, and they are going fast, but will be available
for purchase one last time at our September 13th meeting.

This year we will be continuing our efforts to supply Thanksgiving dinners to
needy families in our communities. The week of Thanksgiving, on October 21,
we will be providing uncooked turkeys and dinner fixings to these families
through the Edna Runner Tutorial Center, and we are striving to provide as many
as possible. Accordingly, individual family sponsorships are now available at a
cost of $20.00. Please see any of your Lodge officers to contribute to this very
important cause. Sponsorships will be available up through our Lodge
Thanksgiving Dinner, which will take place on Saturday, November 19th. Be
sure to mark your calendars for another Keith Campbell historic feast!
Please also note that due to the National election taking place this Election Day,
there will be No Stated Communication on November 8th. It is of paramount
importance that every Brother has the opportunity to vote, and we did not want a
scheduled Lodge meeting to interfere with that right for any of our working
Brothers or Officers. Our second regularly scheduled Stated Meeting on
November 22nd will take place as usual.
Be well everyone, and enjoy a happy and safe Labor Day weekend! Please keep
our military personnel, our law enforcement community and all our first
responders in your prayers! I look forward to seeing you all at Lodge and at our
upcoming events.
William Owen
Worshipful Master, Jupiter Light Lodge No. 340

Greetings from the West!

The leaves are changing, and as I write this article I am saying to
myself, “Just three short days until Football season starts”… The
fall is here and we are moving full speed ahead to 2017. Don’t blink
because you might miss something in this which looks to be our most
jam packed month to date.
We kick things off on our first stated meeting of the month, Tuesday sept 13th, with
our District Deputy Grand Masters Official visit. The good news is we get to spend
some time with our DDGM Harold Gordon. The bad news is, we have to go back to
wearing our tuxedos again. Cest la vie.
Just a few short days later on Saturday Sept 17th, its all hands on deck fot the annual
JTAA Flag Football Jamboree at Jupiter Community Park. This is a growing fundraiser
for the lodge and an excellent way to show our face in the community. We only have to
prepare about 600 meals, no biggie, but we could really use all the help we can get.
The following weekend (I know, busy right?) Sept 24th is the UF vs Tennessee, er…
Jupiter Light Lodge Golf Tournament at PGA National. We need golfers! And
volunteers to help set up and cook for the luncheon afterwards. See your officers or
RW Travis Routt for details….And yes I will be going to watch the UF vs. Tennessee
Football game afterwards.
SPECIAL NOTE: September’s Lodge clean up is actually OCTOBER 1st!!! Mark your
calendars. Attaendance was much improved last time and if you weren’t here you
missed out on some fine steak, egg and cheese sandwiches.
September Masonic Factoid:
In honor of one of my favorite actors, Gene Wilder, who passed away this past month,
I tried to find out if there was some Masonic Symbolism in Willy Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory, as I recall hearing that there was. I found only this excerpt, could
be completely false but its interesting. RIP Waco Kid.
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, the American film adaptation of Roald Dahl's famous story, contains remarkable parallels to Masonic thought and ritual. The film is based
on Dahl's screenplay. The story centers on a rite of passage. Five children are escorted
through Wonka's sealed factory after signing an oath of secrecy and obedience to its laws.
Charlie Bucket passes his trials successfully and receives initiation into the mysteries of the
factory and a promised inheritance of Wonka's role as master of the factory. Specific
parallels between the imaginative initiation ceremony in Wonka's chocolate factory and the
Masonic ritual route explain Dahl's construction of an unambiguous moral universe.
See you at Lodge…

Fraternally,
Jason Silvers, Senior Warden

Greetings from the South!
Greetings from the South:
I would like to thank everyone that showed up for food, fellowship, and cleaning of the
Lodge on Saturday, August 27th . The Lodge is now cleaner and less cluttered thanks to
our Cleanup Crew’s efforts. For those that weren’t able to make it we had Challah
French Toast with real Maple Syrup, Cheesy Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Hash
Browns, Fried Eggs, Steak and Egg Sandwiches, Cheese Danishes, and Fresh Fruit.
Please come on out on September 17th and lend a hand to feed the hungry masses of
JTAA participants and family. It’s a great way to support our community, and a great
way to show them who and what we are.
Be sure to come out and support our Golf Tournament on September 24th . Whether
you are there to play or support, it’s a great time for food, fellowship, and charity.
Please be diligent in spreading the word to one and all about the event. Pass on the
flyers, direct people to our website: www.jupiterlightlodge.com , and/or to our
Facebook event:
www.facebook.com/events/525655364291696 .
Please come on out to our Lodge Cleanups for food, fun, and fellowship (do you a see
pattern here?). Breakfast is served at 0830, cleanup to follow, many hands make light
work. This month our cleanup will not actually be this month at all. Our next Lodge
Cleanup will be on Saturday, October 1st . Please, if you have a preference as to a
particular cleaning station, come see me.
Fraternally and respectfully,
Shawn Ray Lopez
Junior Warden

Star of Jupiter #312
Dear Sisters & Brothers,
Although we will not have a Thursday night
Chapter meeting during the month of September, we
do have several events coming up on our calendar that we hope you will all try to
attend. On Saturday, September 24, there will be a Proficiency Class held at the Lodge
from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. This class will be open to all Eastern Star members who
want to learn more about our rules and regulations and is run by James Lambert, Past
Grand Patron. If you also attended our Chapter School of Instruction or will attend the
Grand Officers School that we are hosting on September 30, you will receive a
Certificate of Proficiency from the Florida Grand Chapter which is good for three
years.
On 9/30/16, we will have the Worthy Grand Matron's Grand Officers School
(all the Grand Officers will hold the offices and perform the work). There is a dinner
at 6 pm ($15.00 donation, tax included, with reservations a must to Judy Meng at 561746-9545 or 561-339-3826) and the school will start at 7:30 pm for approx. 2 or 2-1/2
hours). Attire is dresses or pant suits for ladies and slacks, shirts and sports jackets for
men; no jeans please. This is open to only Eastern Star members and we encourage all
the men who are Eastern Star to also come and attend. We sometimes have members
who have joined but do not get a chance to attend meetings and don't really remember
our work. This is a chance for them to see it done by the Grand Officers and to ask
any questions they might have as well.
We are also having our Annual Calendar Dinner on 10/08/16 at 5 pm at the Lodge
which is open to all members, Masons and families and/or friends. This is one of our
main fun/fund raisers and we hope that our Masonic brothers will also come out and
support their Eastern Star sisters. Tickets are $10.00 donation (tax included) and can
be purchased from any of our officers or by calling Judy Meng, Worthy
Matron. Worshipful Master William Owen and his wife, Sister Tiffany will also be
sponsoring a table and will have tickets for any Brothers who want to attend. We need
to know who is coming so that we have enough dinners prepared. We are also hoping
to have a "gently used purse" silent auction at that time unless one of our brothers
would like to serve as an auctioneer for that function.
REMINDER! Chapter meeting begin again on October 6th at 7:30 pm. Please, we
need all our members to try to come out. We will renew our obligation at this meeting
and catch up with each other after our summer hiatus. We hope to see you then!
In Fraternal Love & Hope,
Judy Meng, Worthy Matron

IN THE WORKS:
Entered Apprentices:
Steve Verbeek
Fellow Crafts:
John Blaszkowski & Hans Kuhn
Master Masons learning Master Mason Catechism:
Scott Stoughton, Bob Quick, Thomas Montoya, Nelson
Daniel, Peter Bonneau, Thomas Weber, James J. Wells, Kevin Johnson,
Brian Proctor, Frank Lasagna, Kevin Lasagna
Proficient Master Masons awaiting Bible & Apron Ceremony:
Geoffrey Soule, Paul Logan, Brandon Bermudez, Lucian Cox III, Russell Holdren,
Michael Spinetta

PAST MASTERS’ DINNER

What is the Scottish Rite?
The Scottish Rite is one of the two branches of Freemasonry in which a Master Mason
may proceed after he has completed the three degrees of Symbolic or Blue Lodge
Masonry. The other branch is known as the York Rite, consisting of Royal Arch Masons,
Royal and Select Masters, and Knights Templar. The Scottish Rite includes the degrees
from the 4° to the 32°.
The use of the word “Scottish” has led many Masons to believe that the Rite originated in
Scotland. There was also a false belief which persisted for many years that a man had to
go to Scotland to receive the 33°. Neither of these statements is true.
Actually, the first reference to the Rite appears in old French records where the word
“Ecossais,” meaning Scottish, is found. During the latter part of the 17th Century, when
the British Isles were torn by strife, many Scots fled to France and resumed their Masonic
interests is that country. It is believed that this influence contributed to the use of the word
“Scottish.”
In 1732, the first “Ecossais,” or Scottish Lodge, was organized in Bordeaux, one of the
oldest and most influential Masonic centers in France. The membership included Scottish
and English Masons. The years 1738-40 saw the formation of the first “Hauts Grades” or
advanced degrees. In 1761, certain Masonic authorities in France granted a patent to
Stephen Morin of Bordeaux to carry the advanced degrees across the sea to America. In
1763, Morin established these degrees in the French possessions in the West Indies.
What he established consisted of a system of 25 so-called higher degrees which flourished in France, and which were known as the “Rite of Perfection.”
Within a few years after 1763, other degrees were added, until the Rite had a ritual
structure of 33 degrees — the first three being exemplified in a Symbolic Lodge, if a
Grand Lodge with subordinate Lodges existed in the area.
In 1767, Henry Francken, who had been deputized by Morin, organized a Lodge of
Perfection in Albany, New York. This was the forerunner of what was to become the
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite in the United States. During the Colonial Period, other
deputies, appointed by Morin, organized Masonic groups which conferred the advanced
degrees at other important points along the Atlantic seaboard, including Charleston,
South Carolina. These groups were independent and without centralized supervision or
control; however, they all agreed that their authority came from Stephen Morin in Jamaica
in the West Indies.

On May 31, 1801, the Supreme Council of the Thirty-third degree for the United States of
America — the first Scottish Rite Supreme Council in the world-was founded in
Charleston, South Carolina. Its aim was to unify these competing groups and to bring
Masonic order out of chaos. The full membership of this Supreme Council consisted of 11
Grand Inspectors General.
Of these 11 — John Mitchell, Frederick Dalcho, Abraham Alexander, Emanuel De La
Motta, Thomas Bartholomew Bowen, Israel De Lieben, Isaac Auld, Le Comte Alexandre
Francois Auguste de Grasse, Jean Baptiste Marie Delahogue, Moses Clava Levy and
James Moultrie — nine were born abroad and only Brothers Isaac Auld and James
Moultrie were native born. In religion, four were Jews, five were Protestants, and two
were Roman Catholics.
On August 5, 1813, Emanuel De La Motta, 33°, of Savannah, Georgia, a distinguished
Jewish merchant and philanthropist, and Grand Treasurer General of the Supreme
Council at Charleston, organized in New York City the Supreme Council of the Thirty-third
degree for the Northern District and Jurisdiction of the United States of America.

The first Sovereign Grand Commander was Ill Daniel D. Tompkins, 33°. He filled this
office from 1813-25. He was at the same time Vice President of the United States for two
terms, under President Monroe. The first Grand Secretary General of this Supreme
Council, its Conservator during the era of anti-Masonic attacks, and its third Sovereign
Grand Commander from 1832-51, was Ill John James Joseph Gourgas, 33°.

Both the Northern and the Southern Jurisdictions made slow progress in unifying the
scattered degree-conferring groups, and in standardizing the rituals. They were
handicapped by the pride in the local organizations; by leadership jealousies; by the antiMasonic agitation of 1826-40, which almost destroyed Freemasonry; by the War between
the States, and by other matters. The process of unification, however, was completed in
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction by the Union of 1867, when the last irregular Supreme
Council finally acknowledged the authority of the regular Supreme Council. From that
Union, there arose what is the present Supreme Council for the Northern Masonic
Jurisdiction of the United States of America.
Since it is now officially recognized as beginning in 1801 in Charleston, South Carolina,
the Scottish Rite has spread throughout the world At the present time, the Supreme
Council for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction officially recognizes and enjoys friendly
relations with the Supreme Councils of the Scottish Rite in 39 other Jurisdictions, and the
higher degree systems (Swedish Rite) administered by the Grand Lodges in the four
Scandinavian countries (Denmark, Iceland, Norway and Sweden).
The Northern Masonic Jurisdiction specifically covers the 15 states east of the Mississippi
River and north of the Mason-Dixon Line and the Ohio River, including Delaware. Its
headquarters is in Lexington, Massachusetts, a suburb of Boston.

The other Supreme Council in the United States is that of the Southern
Jurisdiction. It has its headquarters at Washington, D.C., and covers the
remaining 35 states, the District of Columbia, and the United States territories
and possessions.
At present, there are 168,000 Scottish Rite Masons throughout the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction. Of this number, there are approximately 3,700 Thirty-third
degree Masons, comprising the membership of the Supreme Council. There are
Scottish Rite centers, called “Valleys,” in 110 cities and towns in the 15 states of
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
One important point which must be recognized by all Masons is the fact that the
Scottish Rite shares the belief of all Masonic organizations that there is no higher
degree than that of Master Mason. The Supreme Council and its subordinate
bodies acknowledge the Masonic supremacy of the Symbolic Grand Lodges, and
the Grand Master of Masons is recognized as the ranking Masonic officer present
when in attendance at any Scottish Rite meeting.
Our degrees are in addition to and are in no way “higher” than Blue Lodge
degrees. Scottish Rite work amplifies and elaborates on the lessons of the Craft.
It should never be forgotten that termination of a member’s Symbolic Lodge
standing automatically terminates his Scottish Rite membership, whether his rank
be 14° or 33°.

http://www.32nddegreemasons.org/what-is-the-scottish-rite/ posted on website of

the Valley of Detroit

Grand Lodge
Portland, ME

Submitted by: Clay Gordon

Bangor Masonic Center,
Bangor , ME
Submitted by: Clay Gordon

Great Smoky Mountains Masonic Marker
At an altitude of 4,522 feet, in the Great Smoky Mountains of North Carolina,
stands a most singular and significant monument to Freemasonry. The Masonic
Shrine or Marker, is a tribute to the universality of Masonry that should be
viewed by all. Located near Black Camp Gap, it is 17 miles from Waynesville,
North Carolina, and is reached by taking Route 19 South through Lake Junaluska
and Maggie Valley to Soco Gap and the Blue Ridge Parkway. Head south on the
Parkway toward Cherokee, and turn right onto the side road to Heintooga Overlook. The Marker, which is accessed by a short paved walkway from a parking
area, is identified with a plaque by the roadside.

Through the efforts of Right Illustrious Companion T. Troy Wyche, Companion
J. R. Boyd contributed one and one-half acres of land to the Grand Council of
Royal and Select Masters of North Carolina during the Cryptic Year 1936-37. At
the 1937 Summer Assembly of York Rite Masons, a copper box, hermetically
sealed and containing dated and Masonic memorabilia of that era, was locked into
a black walnut box, and buried in a concrete vault at the Black Camp Gap property. (In 1972, the box was unearthed, and the contents removed and placed in a
display in Waynesville Masonic Lodge. A new container, with items of that era,
was placed back in the vault). Companion T. Troy Wyche was already laying
plans to mark the spot, and contacted Masonic Lodges, Grand Lodges, Grand
York Rite Bodies, Scottish Rite Bodies, and any individuals of Masonic organizations interested in sending stones to be incorporated in the building of the monument.
From the proceedings of the Grand Council's Annual Assembly in Greensboro,
North Carolina, on May 10th, 1938: "To mark the spot where the Grand Council
last year buried its Memorial Deposit, we conceive the idea of a Masonic Marker
as a true symbol of the universality of Masonry, and therefore have requested Masons of all countries and states to contribute stones to go therein. Interesting
stones have come from five continents, the isles of the seven seas, and from historic spots of nearly every state in the Union. The idea has caused manifestation
of great interest in the United States and among (Masons in) foreign countries,
and consciousness that Freemasonry does have a message for this troubled
world." (This was at a time when war clouds were gathering over Europe and we
were destined to involvement in World War II.)
Work of constructing the Marker was under the supervision of a non-Mason, Oscar L. Briggs, Supt. of the Water Department in Waynesville, North Carolina. The city contributed the labor and the trucks for hauling the materials to the
site. M.I. Companion Wyche compiled a catalog showing the location and giving

a history and description of each stone. The completed marker was unveiled and
consecrated at the Summer Assembly on July 11th, 1938. It was estimated that
this was the largest group of Cryptic Masons, (over 600) ever to meet outside the
General Grand Council. There were ten Illustrious Grand Masters present, distinguished Masons from 21 states, Canada, Cuba, and the Canal Zone. After preliminary ceremonies at the Masonic Temple in Waynesville, the group journeyed to
Black Camp Gap for the unveiling and dedication. Rt. Wor. Companion Thomas
J. Harkins, Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, made the
dedication address.
T. Troy Wyche passed through the Ninth Arch and to his just reward on April 26,
1939. That summer, the Grand Council voted to have an appropriate marker
erected in his memory at the Shrine site at Black Camp Gap. In 1941, M.I. Claude
B. Hosaflook, then a Provincial Grand Master of the Grand Council, conceived a
plan for a series of 3, 5, 7, and 9 steps and five landings leading up to the Marker. These were cut from Georgia gray granite and taken to the site in the Fall of
that year. However, World War II delayed completion and dedication until September 1948. The riser of each step bears the inscription of each donor. In 1949,
the Blue Ridge Parkway took over the land on three sides of the Marker from the
Boyd heirs, the Great Smoky Mountain National Park owning the remaining side.
Contained in construction of the Marker are 687 separate items or memorial pieces, consisting of various types of stones, granite, quartz, marble, slate, jade, onyx,
tile, brick, crystal, gypsum, fluorspar, agate, garnet, fossil stone, and petrified
wood. The stones are reported to vary in weight from one ounce to a 170-pound
stone from a Cuban fortress constructed by Don Hernando DeSoto in the 1500's.
The Marker was not destined to contain the Memorial Chest, since it remained
buried in its concrete vault. It is alleged that the plans for the monument were
drawn by Companion Wyche, it being 12 feet high and 9 feet square at the base.
As a protection against vandalism, an iron fence was erected around the Marker in
1954. Due to some deterioration from the weather, a wooden covering was constructed through Grand Council efforts around 1978.Of primary significance was
the enthusiasm and cooperation of Masonic Bodies throughout the world in contributing to the Shrine Freemasonry's belief in the Fatherhood of God and the
Brotherhood of Man is more appreciated when viewing the tranquil and scenic
setting of the Marker. The universality of our great Fraternity was truly was truly
demonstrated in a tangible manner, but let us not forget that all of the stones contributed would be nothing more than a pile of rubble were it not for the cement
that binds them together. It is the responsibility of each member of the Craft to
make certain that the cement of Brotherly Love and Affection continues to hold us
together as Masons, as Brothers, and as the children of God.

Here is a color post card of the monument taken in 1935.
http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/masonicmuseum/Great_Smoky_Mountains_Masonic_
Monument.htm

The Masonic Marker
The Great Smokey Mountains National Park

Submitted By: William Owen

Support the Masonic Home of Florida! Get
your Masonic License plate today!

